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Because of Calgary’s rapid growth, it
can be hard to keep track of all its
neighbourhoods. The following is part
of an ongoing series profiling commu-
nities in Calgary— fromolder, inner-
city areas to the newest suburbs on
the city’s outskirts.

LAURALOCKE
SPECIAL TO THEHERALD

M
ountPleasant ismy ’hood.
And thoughnot reallyknown
forour financial savvy, this

yearmarks the 20thanniversaryof the
best real estatedecision
myhusbandand Iever
made.
Back in thatmagic

Olympicyearof 1988,
webought acutebunga-
low, albeit ahandyman’s
special, for $79,000 inMountPleasant.
Of course, thechallengenowis to

keepsmugnessatbay,with theknowl-
edge thatour little chunkof inner-city
heavencould supposedly fetchover
half amillion.
HerbAllard, 82,makesme

look likeanewcomer to
theneighbourhood.
Bornandraised

inMountPleas-
ant,Allard is
nowretired
from37years
as a judge in
theprovincial
court system.
Hestill resides
in thecommu-
nity, livingnext
door to thehouse
wherehegrewup.
Across the street

fromAllard’sboyhood
homeon28thAvenue is the
NorthMountPleasantArtCen-
tre, a city-run facility thatoffers fine
art andperformingart experiences to
Calgariansof all ages.
Allard rememberswhen thehistoric

building, constructed in 1913, housed
MountPleasantSchool,wherehe
andhisbrother attended fromgrades

one to six. “It had fourclassroomsand
theprincipal’snamewasMiss
Howard,” saysAllard.
“MountPleasantSchoolwas really

thecentreof thecommunity, along
withSpillerHall on2ndStreetwhere
wehadscouts andbrownies, andSt.
Gabriel’sAnglicanChurch.After

Grade6, youeither
went toKingGeorge
SchoolorBalmoral
School.”
Spendingamorning

withAllard is a richex-
perience, hearingvivid

stories fromhismanyyears in the jus-
tice system, aswell as earlydays in
MountPleasant.
“Itwas really a rural areaback then

—half the familiesownedacow, and
most raisedchickensand

goats,” saysAllard.
“Therewasno in-
doorplumbingor
gasheating, and
wegotourwa-
ter fromstand
pipes that
were two
blocksaway
fromour
house.Most
of the roads in
theneighbour-
hoodwere just
dirt pathways.
“It prettymuch

stayed thatway
until thehousing
boomafter the
Second

WorldWar,when
theveteranscamehome.Landwas
selling then for $1 a front-foot.”
Allard rememberswhenQueen’s

ParkCemeterywasadairy farm
ownedby theHughes family,witha
largeChinesemarketgarden justbe-

yond, andwhenbread,milk and ice
weredelivereddoor todoorbyhorse-
drawnwagons.
HehaswatchedMountPleasant

change fromamostly rural commu-
nity intoa flourishing suburbduring
thebabyboomyears, and thenchange
again intoadesirable innercityneigh-
bourhood.
ConfederationPark, onMount

Pleasant’snorthernborder,was
Canada’s largestprivatecitizencen-
tennialproject in 1967.
Hundredsofvolunteers, spear-

headedbyEricMusgreave,worked for
over twoyears to transformanover-
growngully intoa 24-hectareoasis,
featuringover fourkilometresof
pavedpaths linedwith largepoplar,
hawthornandwillowtrees.
Whetherout for a jog, bird-watching

at the lagoonorwalking thedog, the
park is acommunity treasure for
MountPleasant residents.
HollySinclairhasonly lived in

MountPleasant for twoyears, but
that’s longenough to fall in lovewith
theneighbourhood.
Shenowvolunteers aspresidentof

thecommunityassociation.Bornand
raised inCalgary, Sinclairmovedaway
for 25years.
Uponreturn,withherchildren

grown, shepickedMountPleasant as
hernewhome.
“It’s anestablishedneighbourhood,

withheart.” saysSinclair.
“I feel like I’m living inaquiet, laid-

backnicheof thecity, yet thereare lots
of great amenitiesnearby.Theeasyac-
cess todowntownorDeerfoot is fan-
tastic, too. ”
NorthHill shoppingcentre is close

athand forMountPleasant residents,
and the trendyKensingtonshopping
area,with riverpaths justbeyond, is a
shortbike rideaway.
TheSouthernAlberta Instituteof

Technologyand itsLRTstationsit on
thecommunity's southwest corner.
Within theneighbourhood itself,

4thStreet isbeginning toblossom,
withacoffee shop, restaurants, apub,
abakeryandPlantationGarden
Centre,which fulfills thewhimsof lo-

cal gardeningbuffs.
Across the street isCalgary’s first

MacDonald’s restaurant, opened in
1968, sportingavintage red-and-white
decor.
In theheartofMount

Pleasant lies thecom-
munityhall, a sport-
splexwith twobusy
arenasandoneof the
fewremainingoutdoor
pools in thecity.
Sportsprograms

suchashockey, soccer
andbaseball arepopu-
lar, and thecommunity
hosts agrowingnum-
berof annual events
suchasWinterFest, an
EasterEggHuntandA
Day in thePark.
MonthlyMovie

Nights areheld in the
newly-renovatedhall, helping to foster
communityconnections.
“I like the fact that it’s anup-and-

coming, changingneighbourhoodand
we’reworkinghard tomake the
changespositive forourwholecom-

munity,” saysSinclair. “The recent
constructionalong 16thAvenuewill
give that areaacleaner look, andhope-
fully attractmoreupscalebusinesses
anddevelopments along that corri-

dor.”
“Up-and-coming”

describes thearea
well, asMountPleas-
ant isdefinitelyon
the radar foryoung
couples startingout
andnewcomers
moving to thecity.
Last year’shot real

estatemarketdrove
themediansaleprice
ofhomes in the
neighbourhood to
$515,000, andcon-
structionofnewin-
fills is a common
sight.Themedian is

themiddleof the rangeofmarket
prices.
MountPleasant is a community

lookingahead toa thriving future, but
it canalso reflectwithprideon its long
andvibranthistory.

Mount Pleasant
resident recalls
rural community

Adrian Shellard, CalgaryHerald
Retired judgeHerbAllard near theNorthMount Pleasant Arts Centre,
whichwas his old schoolwhenhewas a student in the 1930s.

Prices soarwithin inner-city area

The boundaries of
the community of
Mount Pleasant in
Calgary:
■North: Confed-
eration Park, 32nd
AvenueN.W.;
■ East: 2 Street
N.W.;
■ South: 16thAv-
enueNorth;

■West: 10th Street N.W.
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Welcome to the
NEIGHBOURHOOD

Just east of Calgary on the TransCanada Highway is where you’ll
find Lifestyle Homes at The Ranch in Strathmore. Nestled among
the beautiful landscape you’ll discover the perfect home model to
complement your lifestyle needs and budget. Designed specifically
for this growing community, our line-up of single family homes
are presented to you in our exclusive interactive 3D visualization
technology. Come and walk through your new home, pick your
colors, choose between attached and detached, double, even
triple car garages. Select from a wealth of Lifestyle options and
upgrades, all at incredibly affordable prices.

lifestylehomes.ca

...be inspired

$300’sStarting
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